





USS PICKEREL S8-524 


SERIAL 002 4 AUGUST 1950 


SPECIAL MISSION 


REPORT OF RECONNAISSANCE PATROL OFF 
AMOY AND FOOCHOW AREAS OF CHINA COAST 
TO REPORT ANY CHICOM MOVEMENT TO IN- 
VADE TAIWAN. 


8 


PIRST 


U.S.S. PICKEREL (SS$524) 
FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 
mas. SS524/B16 pep 
Serial JU gre” 
3 August 1950 


From: Commanding Officer 
Te 3 Chief of Naval Operations 

: (1) Commander Task Element 57,03 
(2) Commander Seventh Fleet 
(3) Commander Naval Ferces Far East 
(4) Commander Submarine Ferce, U.S. Pacific Fleet 
(5) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 


s 





Subj: U.S.S, PICKEREL (SS524) Report of Reconnaissance Patrol 
ef China Coast 


Refs (a) ComSubDiv 51 OpOrder No,.3-50 of 18 July 1950 
(b) ComSubPae ltr R-9 ef 1 October 1949 


Enel: (1) Subject Report 
(2) Track Chart 


1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosures (1) and (2) 
covering the operations of this vessel with the Seventh Task Fleet in — 


Far Eastern waters during period 3 July te 3 August 1950 is ferwarded 
herewith, 








Copy to: .. 

ComSubRonOne 

ComSubDivIWelve 
DECLASSIFIED 
Ola is 4-WST. SSS be of 
F7 af o7 Cyl 


UeS.S. PICKEREL (SS524) 
Enclesure(1) 


&, NARRATIVE = all times local 
Monday, 3 July 1950 


1100 Underway from Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor, T.H. enroute Yekesuka, Japan 
in accerdance with ComSubPae OpOrd 18°50 ef 28 June 1950, Made leisurely 
trip through the island chain cenducting daily drills, deep dives, snorkel 
tests and general drills. Blessed with perfect weather, light winds and 
following seas, cruising was never more pleasant, thanks mest of all to a 
swimming call at least once daily. 


Monday, 10 July 1950 


Crossed longitude 160°E and passed inte operational control of ComllavFe 
and CTE 572036 
Tuesday, 11 July 1950 


1700 Received CTE 57,03 orders te rendevous with GREENLET at 1300, 13 July, 
approximately 26 hours earlier than our originally scheduled arrival, 
Average speed required to make rendezvous 19.4 knots, distance 860 miles. 
Went ahead flank and put the problem in the hands of Mr. Fairbanks and 
his hyphenated assistant Mr. Morse. Engineering plant flat out using 


everything except JATO, 
Thursday, 13 July 1950 


1130 Rendezvoused with GREENLET (ASR-10) and proceeded inte port under escort. 
Once more PICKEREL engineering plant turned in a magnificent performance, 
probably one which has never before been equalled by a submarine. During 
& 44 hour period at full power we had made good 860 miles over the ground 
at an average speed ef 19,5 knots = directly into the Japan Stream with 
an average predicted strength of 1.0 knots, These, incidentally, were the 
engines which were te have been overhauled in Pearl Harbor but fer our un 
expected and precipitate departure for the Orient. Average speed for the 
entire voyage from Pearl Harbor 16,0 knots. 

1835 Moored alongside CATFISH, Naval Base, Yekosuka, Japan.. 


Wednesday, 19 July 1950 


0750 Underway from Naval Base, Yokosuka, Japan for patrel area in accordance 
with CTE 57,03 OpOrd 350 in company with GREENLET, PICKEREL, with CAT- 
FISH, shares the honor of being the first submarine to make a patrol in 
this war which is not a war ~ or more properly, peace which is net a peace. 

1427 Released escort and headed for patrol area in Formosa Straits. Weather 
very dirty with heavy swells, Gale warnings have been predicting approaches 
of typhoons "Grace" and "Flossie" heading our way. "Grace" arrived just as 
we cleared the ceast. Seas are making repidly and by nightfall our best 
twe engine speed is little better than steerageway, heading directly into 
mountainous swells; the next three days were a dreary and tiring succession 
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U.S.S. PICKEREL(SS524) 


Enclesure(1) 


1500 


—_ -  DECLASSIFIE 


of very rough seas, high winds and terrential downpours of rain, } 
Only the ever reliable snorkel has saved us from cold meals eaten 
while standing up and near exhaustion from "hanging on", Though 
called "surface" cruising, the depth gage in control reom indicates | ; 
as deep as 45 feet as we are rolled under by swells, ; 


Sunday, 23 July 1950 


‘After four days of "Grace" we finally passed through the typhoon, and at 


entered assigned patrol area in the Formosa Straits, confronted by the 
following situation: P 
Chinese Communists hold all of the Chinese mainland and are actively 
preparing for the invasion of Fermosa utilizing junks and a few thousand 
tens of steamers and miner war vessels concentrated in the approaches to 
Shanghai, and approximately 5000 additional junks concentrated in the 


Swatow, Amoy and Feechow areas. Defending Chinese Nationalist forces hold 


Fermosa and the Pescadores Islands area and a few small islands off the 
China coast, The U.S, Seventh Fleet has been directed te prevent any at~ 


tack on Formosa by Chinese Cemmunists, and to prevent any offensive action 


by Chinese Nationalists against the Chinese mainland, . 

PICKEREL is ordered te conduct recennaissance of the China coast and 
to keep Commander Seventh Fleet appraised of any immediate threat to the 
island of Formosa by Chinese Communist forces; of any appreciable change 


in the pattern and volume of ceastal traffic; and of any large movement 


of seaborne traffic in the area, remaining undetected, submerged by day, 
observing radio silence and not closing the coast ef China inside of 12 
miles nor the coast of Formosa inside of 6 miles, 

In view of the above, and based on appraisal of the forces available 
and study ef the tides, currents, weather, lunar data, beach areas, and 
objectives, it is indicated that the point of the mest probable assault 
on Formosa is primarily the northwest (Kyuko) and secondly the north 


central (Rekuko) coastal areas, A drive inland to the mountains in either 


area would sever all lines of communication between the capital, Taipei, 
and the port of Kirun in the north and the populous area around Takao and 
Taiwan in the southwest. Most probable predicted time of assault is the 


the invasion probably must eccur during a period’relatively fair weather. 
It would also appear that invasion must come near the above areas even 


period 37 August; and because of the heterogeneity of the forces involved 
> 
K 


though expected at these points by the defenders; difficulties of sea trans= 
port and lack of protection against U.S. surface and air forces would seem 


to motivate against a longer sea route to any other invasion area, 

To this end it is planned to patrol the coast ef China in the area of 
Amoy and Foochow with particular emphasis on the latter, Advantage shall 
be taken of the first period of rough weather to reconnoiter the Formosa 
coastal areas, 

Immediately prior te entry into the area a report was intercepted that 


1500 junks in the Swatow area just beyond the southern boundary ef our area, 


had meved northward to Amoy. We therefore proceeded to the vicinity of 
Smoy in the southwest corner of the patrol area and conducted submerged 
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U.S.S. PICKEREL(SS524) 
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Patrol on 24 July “ meanwhile feeling very much like a cat trying 
to guard simultaneously four separate rat holes, 

Off Amoy all appeared quiet and peaceful, On surfacing, however, 
we were quite surprised to hear from radio Taipei that Chinese National- 
ists still hold - contrary to the information in the operation order - 
the islands ef Quemoy and Little Quemoy covering the approaches to Amey, 
and that the islands had been under shore bombardment by the Communists 
throughout the day. Since the defenders obviously have a better look 
at shipping than my snake's eye view through a periscope twelve miles 
at sea, the Feochow area appear far more likely at the moment. 


Wednesday, 26 July 1950 


With promise of another gale for the next two days, proceeded to Formosa 
for reconnaissance and alse hoping that the 12,000 foot mountain ranges 
will offer us protection from strong northeast winds. 


Friday, 28 July 1950 


Returned to the Foochow area with a few material casualties resulting 
from the heavy weather, Our most prized and useful plexiglass dome over 
the bridge carried away, most probably by crystallization around the 
lower edge resulting from repeated action of the sea, Also noticed that 


— 


much of the deck plating abaft the conning tower is very loose; many of 
the angle iron supports have broken er parted at the welds, One final 
materiel item we subsequently discovered is that the wire mesh and stif- 
feners on the forward messenger buoy were caved in, rendering the buoy 
completely inoperable ~ one more defect in the most defective piece of 
equipment new used in submarines, Of oe Oe ene teeta 


Saturday, 29 July 1950 


On orders from CTG 96,9, transited the north beunds,.y of the area inte 
Joint Zone Three which is reassigned us during a sweep of the Formosa 
Straits by CIG 77,5. The new zone is so small that the set and drift 
is enough te carry us clear out of the area twice a day, but it is an 
excellent opportunity to try some hovering and half-switch depth con= 
trol, . 
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Sunda, O July 1950 


Returned to Foochow for submerged patrol, picking our way through the 
fishermen, 

Received CTG 70,9 orders to terminate patrol, proceed north, rendezvous 
with CATFISH and return to Yokesuka, Commenced opening coast. 
Surfaced, 

Rendezvoused with CATFISH, 


Menda 1 July 1950 
Departed Joint Zone Three. 


Coed 
male 


eet 


eo 


owas 


powasea 
Bee: 
CS 


eneronny, 
ag 
recy 


Simei 
g 


“3° 


U.S.S. PICKEREL ($9524) 
ENCL(1) 


aa. SS 
Wednesday, 2 August 1950 ee 


“1430 Passed floating mine close aboard te starboard, Went to Battle 
Stations, Gun Action (Guppy style) and two BAR'smen scrambled te 
the bridge. Vented the few remaining bueyancy chambers ef the mine~ 
an old World War II veteran = and watched it slowly sink. 
Position Lat: 32=59N; Long: 137-29,2E 
“2100 »=Rendezvoused with GREENLET, 


Thursday, 3 August 1950 
0800 Meored, Naval Base, Yokosuka, Japan. 
Be MATERIEL 
Messenger Buoys ~ ene more in a leng series ef defects appeared in 


the messenger buoys during the patrol. As a result of heavy weather 
the forward screen and stiffeners were crushed in, locking the ball 


_& fleats in place and rendering the buoy completely ineperative. This 
aul command again suggests the necessity for complete redesign of the 
“3 messenger buoys; PICKEREL buoys, incidentally, are the newest type with 


all the latest medifications. 
C. PERSONNEL AND TRAINING 
Ne remarks. 
De HEALTH, FOOD AND HABITABIGITY 
Ne comments 


Ee MILES STEAMED = FUEL USED 


Miles Gals Gal /iis, 

Pearl Harbor te Yokosuka 3549 53,300 15.0 
Yekosuka to Area 1532 20,460 13.3 
In Area 891 7,080 8.0 
Area to Yokosuka 1250 17,390 139 
Totals - 7222 98,230 13.6 


Fa REMARKS 


Reception of Geergia Fox Sugar Submarine skeds was very unsatisfactory 
while in the patrol area, Submarine summaries were not rebroadcast dur- 
ing periods of darkness; as a result of spending all day submerged as rem 
quired by the operation order, a total of 52 serials was missed. This 
condition has been remedied as of 1 August 1950 by ALCOM 70, 


Ge RECOMMENDA TIONS 


None 
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U.S.S. PICKBREL ($5524) 




















ENCI (1) 
weet Saat 
H, SHIP CONTACTS 
Date Time Type of Range - Bearing - _Course _Speed Position 
(King) Contact Yds. True 
25 0337 Merchant 24,000 300 195 10 25018, SH 
July Ship 120-15 .'7E 
26 1848 Not sighted 2m 53. 5H 
July 20,300 090 260 10 120-45 ,5E 
2057 Not sighted 26,150 150 220 6 ALL ON 
120—415 
2255 Not sighted 31,500 140 220 nPA 24h 3N 
eh 120—32.5H 
27 0208 Not sighted 31,500 331 ~ - Abn 17g LN 
120-05E 
1248 Freighter 8,000 222 055 g 25~09.5N 
121-00E 
1830 Merchant 10,300 130 250 LO 25—24.0N 
ship 121-115 : 
2012 2 ships - 306 - ~ 25m 25 45N 
121-10,28 
2305 Not sighted 10,000 102 ~ “ 25m26, 51 
120=49E 
28 0932 Not sighted 17,100 160 - ~ 25_38N 
July 120-08, 3E 
0935 Not sighted 10,000 105 ~ - 25=37.8N 
120=08,3E 
2103 Not sighted 25,000 043 090 9 25~58.1N 
120=10,5E 
29 0235 LPC & 8,100 210 040 g 25—30N 
2205 Not sighted 18,000 330 270 3 26~36N 
121-14.38 
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COMMANDER TASK ELEMENT 57.03 
U.8.8. PICKEREL ($9524) (Flagship) - 
FLEET POST OFFICE, SAN FRANCISCO,CALIF. i 
ae 
— CTES7 .03/A16 
7 fug 1950 


FIRST ENDORSEKENT ON USS PICKEREL PATROL REPORT, LTR $S524/A16,SER 002 of 83-50 


From: Commander Task Element 57,03 

To 3 Chief of Navel Operations 

Via: i) Commander Seventh Fleet 
(2) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 
(3) Commander Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet 
(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 


Subje U.S.S. PICKEREL (SS524) Report of Reconnaissance Patrol of 
China Coast 


1, This patrol was of fifteen days duration, of which seven days were spent 
in the assigned patrol areas. The patrol was terminated early by reason of 
CinGPacFlt's decision to withdraw submarines from the Formosa Strait areas, 


2. By supplying negative information to Commander Seventh Fleet, it is con= 
sidered that this submarine and her companion, CATFISH, contributed materially 
to the Seventh Fleet's efforts in the Korean campaign. 


3e PICKEREL returned clean, shipshape and fully ready for any eventuality. 
The plexiglass dome can very probably be salvaged, and the marker buoys made i 


i 
5 


operable again, It is understood that improvement of the marker buoy design 
is a continuing project by Bureau of Ships activities, 


4. The commanding officer, officers and crew of PICKEREL are congratulated 
on the conduct of this valuable and arduous, though short, patrol. 


C.C,. COLE 


Copy to: 

CO USS PICKEREL 
ComSubRonOne 
ComSubDivivelve 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 


COMMANDER SEVENTH FLEET 
F3/bm 


Al6 
Ser O45 
6 Seo t 1950 





SECOND ENDORSEMENT ON USS PICKEREL PATROL REPORT, LTR $8524/A16 
Ser 002 of 8—%=5 


From: Commander Seventh Fleet 

To: (1) Commander Naval Forces, Far East ; 
(2) Commmder Submarine Force, U. S. Pacific Fleet 
(3) Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet 


Subj: U.S.S. PICKEREL ($8524) Report of Reconnaissance Patrol 
of China Coast 


1. Forwarded, 


2. It is considered that the U.S.S. PICKEREL contributed materially 


to the efforts of the Seventh Fleet, 
ABMs Stull 


A, D, STRUBLE ° 


Copy tos 

CO USS PICKEREL 
ComSubRon0ne 
ComSubDivTwelve 
OTE 57,03 , 


CUPE/AL6 RAN: LL: wtw 


o d «Poy a igs 
Serial: GO G4'5 


~ 


OCT. 8. 1956 
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THIRD ENDORSHLENT on USS PICKEREL (SS 52h) Secret ltr SS524/A16 Ser 002 of 
3 Aug 1950 - 


From, Commander Naval Forces, Far Hast 
To: Chief of Naval Operations 
Via: (1) Commander Submrine Force, U. S. Pacific Fleet 
(2) Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet 
Subj: U.S.S. PICKHREL (SS 524) Report of Reconnaissance Patrol of China Coast 


1. Forwarded. 


2. The U.S.S. PICKEREL (SS 524) performed her mission in an eminently satis- 
factory manner. 





Copies to: 
Com 7th Fit 
ComSubRon 1 


ComSubDiv. 12 ©3 
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From: .Cormander Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet 
TO; Cnie? of aval Operations 
Via: Coimaander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 


Subj: U.S.S. PICKEREL (53524) Report of Reconnaissance Patrol of China 


coast 


’ 
1. Forwarded, concurring in remarks contained in previous endorsements, 


2. Enclosure (2) has been retained in the files of CO_:SUBPC. 


3. Transmission by United States registered mail or registered guard mail 
is authorized in accordance with Article 7-5 United States Navy Security 


anual for Classified uatter, 





J. H. BROWN, Jr 


DISTRIBUTION: 

CNO (2), CINCPACFLT (1) 

COLMAVFE (2), CON7THFLT (1) 

COMSUBRON 1 (1), CCUSU2DIV 12 (4) 
CCLISUBELEMENT SSPAC (1), CO PICKEREL (1) 
COMSUBLANT (1), SUBSCCL N.L. (1) 


' 











5th End CinCPacFlt 4-cy ool, 11/25/50 OPR 8 


4 Qua Ace 


USS PICKEREL 2-cy 002 3 Aug 1950. 


Patrol Report for 4% July to 4% Aug 1950 
Seen by Ops 313, 433, 322, 201F, 201w 
Coy to Op-29 
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FITZHUGH LEE 


Copy to: ; Assistant Chief of Starr 
CO USS PICKEREL (SS524) for Operations 





Sth End CinCPacFlt 3-cy OOhU, 11/25/50 


USS PICKEREL 2-cy 002 3 Aug 1950 


Patrol Report for 4% July to 4 Aug 1950 
Seen by Ops 413, 433, 322, 201F, 201W 


Coy to Op-29 
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FIFTH ENDORSEMENT on GO USS PICKEREL (88524) Secret ltr SS524/A16 ser 
002 of 3 Aug 1950 


From: Commander in Chief U. S, Pacific Fleet 
To: Chief of Naval Operations 


Subj: USS PICKEREL (S524); report of reconnaissance patrol of China 
Coast 


1. Forwarded, concurring in the comments of prior endorsements. 
2. Transmission by United States registered mail or registered guard 


mail is authorized in accordance with article 7-5, United States Navy 
Security Manuel for Classified Matter. 


Copy to: Assistant Chief of Starr 
CO USS PICKEREL (SS524) for Operations 
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